
Joslyn N. Williams, President, Metropolitan 

Washington Council, AFL-CIO 

Joslyn N. Wiiliams became the first African-American president of the Metropolitan Washington 

Council, AFL-CIO in 1982. This labor council, chartered in 1896, boasts 175 local unions 

representing 150,000 union members in the nation's capital as well as suburban Maryland .  

Williams emigrated to the USA from Jamaica when he 

was 16, and acquired a B.A. degree from Howard 

University in Washington, D.C. and attended two 

years of law school at Dalhousie University in Halifax, 

Nova Scotia. When he returned to Washington, he 

began his career at the Library of Congress.  

During his time there, he became a union activist, first 

serving as shop steward for Local 1826, American 

Federation of Government Employees (AFGE). In 

1970, he became president of the local, and oversaw 

an internal organizing campaign which increased the 

membership from 100 to 600 over two years.  

From 1972-1978, Williams served as Executive 

Director of Council 26, American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), which 

represented nearly 5,000 federal workers. In 1978, he 

was appointed Executive Assistant to the President of 

the Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO.  

During his tenure as president of the Metropolitan 

Washington Council, AFL-CIO, Williams has adroitly balanced the interests of the 175 affiliated 

locals, which represent members from the transportation, telecommunications, health care and 

construction industries as well as the hospitality, entertainment, public utility and federal and 

public sectors. Today, over 95% of eligible local unions are affiliated. Williams also oversaw the 

formation of the council's charitable United Way -funded arm, the Community Services Agency, 

in 1991, and serves as the president of its Board of Trustees.  

Representing the AFL-CIO, Mr. Williams has traveled to Israel , Central America , and to South 

Africa and Haiti as an official election observer. He served for a year as an Assistant Director of 

the Field Mobilization Department of the AFL-CIO. He is an original member of the Central 

Labor Council Advisory Committee which advises the President of the AFL-CIO about local 

labor council needs, activities and structure, and currently serves as 2nd Vice-President of the 

Maryland State and DC AFL-CIO, the state labor federation.  


